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Summary 

 
This deliverable is dedicated to the meeting which took place in Brussels, the 

4th of December, where the results of the project were submitted to the stakeholders. 
This meeting took place at the European Seed Association building and was 
attended by fifteen people.  

 
 

 
 

Arcadia International organised this meeting and realized this deliverable.  
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Material and method 
 

The Final Stakeholders Forum was organised during two hours split in five parts: 

 A movie presenting the challenges of the project (10’) 

 Presentation of the results by the coordinator, Gilles Charmet (20’) 

 Presentation of the use of WHEALBI genetic diversity in breeding programs by 
Jacob Lage, KWS (30’) 

 Interview of a PhD student involved in the WHEALBI project, Daniela Bustos-
Korts (10’) 

 Discussions on the project with the participants (30’) 
 

Description of the meeting 
 
This forum was the last one of the WHEALBI project which will finish at the end of 
this year. 
The meeting was attended by fifteen people from European Seed Association, Wheat 
Initiative, DG AGRI and ETP Plant for the Future. The forum was followed on Skype 
by breeding associations (Danish and German) who were unable to come to Brussels 
that day.  
 

 
 

The meeting started with a video presenting the WHEALBI project, all the challenges 
of the project, interviews of workpackage leaders and young scientists. A focus was 
made on the dissemination of the results with trainings, the College project and 
the database (available on the URGI platform) to share the legacy with young 
scientists, students and junior breeders.  
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The video is available on the Youtube channel of the project by following this link: 
https://youtu.be/aI_rho6wwyg 
 
After this movie, Gilles Charmet presented the results of the project, the links 
between the work packages, how the project was structured. A certain effort was 
made in the WHEALBI project to work on all agriculture domains with breeding, 
agronomy and genetic diversity and try to link them all.  
 
Next, Jacob Lage, wheat breeder at KWS, presented how the results of the project 
are used in a private company with commercial issues. He explained the role of pre-
breeding in breeding programs, and how the genetic diversity is used to develop 
wheat and barley varieties adapted to climate change and to more resilient 
agriculture systems.  
 
Finally, an interview of Daniela Bustos-Korts, PhD student at Wageningen University, 
was realized to understand the role of a young scientist in the project, and how the 
WHEALBI project had allowed her to become a scientist. She explained that 
WHEALBI provides a unique data set to work on, and the dissemination of the 
database to European scientists is really important to improve the knowledge on 
wheat and barley across Europe. The full interview is available on the fifth newsletter 
of the project, that was distributed during the meeting (released 3/12/2018).  
 

 
Figure 1: URGI database with wheat and barley accessions 

 
To finish this meeting, discussions with the participants during lunch time allowed to 
develop the different points seen in the presentations.  
 

https://youtu.be/aI_rho6wwyg
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Conclusion 
 
The final stakeholder’s forum permits to show to the European Commission and 
stakeholders what the WHEALBI project realized during the five years and what are 
the lessons learned from such a project. The interactions between all the partners, 
the share of knowledge around institutes, private companies and schools and 
universities, the different meetings have been described as strengths of the project.  
 
The feedback on this conference was really good, and participants appreciated the 
conference flow. The new techniques of communication (video and social network) 
seems to please to the European Commission to show more people what Europe is 
really doing on research. 
 

 


